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Tlove how Verity looms over the pier at the
enirance o the barbour, which looks out over
the Bristol Channel towards south Wales

— I find ber both powerful and moving’
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Imeost as synomymous with Iracomibe’s historic
haribour as the muiti-coloured housas with
fighing boats bobbing im the watar in front of
them, is Venty, Damien Hirst's 20m-high,
25-tonne stanless steal and bronza sculpiure.
The siatue depicts a pregnant woman,
holding a sword whila camying the scales of jusiica and
standing on a pike of law books. Half of the sculpture
shows the intemal anatomy of a pregnant woman,
including foetus and, ke kots of good art, divides
opinion entirahy.
Personaly, | kove how Verily looms over the pier at
the entrance to tha harbour, which looks out over the
Bristol Channal, towards south Wales - | find her both

powerful and moving. Mo surpriss then that the harbour

is aways my first port of call when | visit Eracombe for
tha weskend.

| promizad my son that the nesd time we visited
liracomba we would visit tha aquarium, 2o that was
our nexct port of call - handy as it's located in the Old
Lifaboat Housa on the piar.

lliracombe Aquarium is unlike any other Mva visited

before - it takes you on a fascnating, tue to life jourmey

from an Exmoor siream sourca, down nver, to the lake,
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pond, estuary, local rockpodl, harbour and coast in
north Devon, then out to Lundy and its marine resensa.
Cartainly not only for those visiting with childran - its
captivating to leam about the local aqualic spacies,
which ara housad in realisfic habitats. The cafe is wel
wiorth & vis, too.

Still thinking of native crabs, commaon sunstar and
bass, wie sot off for St Micholas Chapel, which is the
oldes=t working lighthousa in the country. Parchaed on
Lantern Hil overiooking the harbowr - the easy, circular
walk up iz part of the South West Coast Path and starts
from the car park behind the aguarnium and opposita
Varity.

First built in the 14th Cantury, the curious chapel is
namad after =t Micholss, the patron saint of sailors, has
an imteresting history and is free to ook around. It aso
oifars a remendous viewpaint from wiech fowaich the
piciuresque harbour's comings and goings.

Onca a fishing vilage, there has baena portin
Ifracomibe since the 12th Century and a setthement
for muwch longer. Tha town bacame populsr 35 a
fashionable seaside resort in 1874, when the ralway
armived. Whilke itz usa foday is mostly keisure and
tourizm, it does remain a working harbour, whare fish

"There bas been a port in llfracombe since the 12th Century. The fown
became popular as a seaside resort in 1874 when the railway arrived’
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ABOVE Head o
Tunreds Beaches

and seafood kand daily and this makes it a lovely place
o whila away a faw hours.

After a runabout on the harbour's sandy baach wihen
the sun made an appearanca, we headad into town,
but mot before taking a look at the BMLI Lijsboat staton
which sits just off the harbour. Bracombe has had a
lifabxoat for nearty 200 years, offering a rescue sanica
up and down the ooast and visitors are weloome insida,
wian open, to talk to staff, sea the boats and leam
about the stafion's histony

After a tasty and resitalising lunch at Arnia and the
Hint in town - wihera the Victoran architectura very
misch remains and stecp gradients ane the nom - as
ara the stunning vews down into the harbour, wa
headed to lfracomibe Mussum. Opan since 1932, the
mizaum is an eclactic mix of Ifracombe's history and
al=o evanything from natural spacimens to war tima
HeMonas.

Our favourite spaca was the Maritime Room,
wihiare the floor features a map of fracombe harbour,
and there’s an interesting collection of modeal ships
and paintings of maritime [fracombe and maritime
curicsities. The piéoe de resistance though is a ship-to
shore coastal radio operafing desk from the Eracomba
Coastal Radio Stafion, which was diosad in 1986, |t
plays its kast ver transmission and visitors can tap out
a Morsa code message - great fund

A fowr minutes’ walk and we werz at Tunnels Beaches
—one of my favourite places in ifracomiba B

Coast TRAVE

Tha Cartion s e ldeal
place o stay In Hracombe.

WHERE TO STAY

Fus=ing the grandeur of a bygone ara with its
impozing Victoran build and the comifort and
shyling of a modem boutique hotel, The Carlton
iz & stona's throw away from Tunnols Beaches
and a short walk info town, meaning you don't
nead to use a car to get around, s0 you can
concantrate on eqpioring and anjoying the town.
ey renovated, with restful newtral and
=oft grey colour palettes, modem artwork, and
plush fumighings, all 40 rooms at The Carlton
are relaing, walcoming, and spotiessly doan.
Tha beds are particulary comifortabla with oy
badding — you'll need the promise of chefs
braakiast to get you up in the momings!

Tha hotal's excallant Brassena restaurant,
headed by chef-pairon, Eliot, makes the most
of north Devon’s larder u=ing local seasonal
ingradiants for brealdast, dinnar, and apic
Sunday lunches. There's also a well-stockad bar,
cofies lounga, dalightful games room, gym, and
=pa treatment rooms.

# ifracombeocaniion.co.uk
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wisit For wihan dining
ouit In e town.

EATING OUT

For breakfast

Yow don't have to stay at the Cariton to dine

thara — non-residants gat a wanm welcomea at

The Brassoria. Breakiast s a haarty aftar that wil
certanly sat you up for the day whether it's filat

of natural smoked haddodk, grilled kippars, a ful
Englizh or something a ke ightor ke smashed
avocado on sourdough with poached egg and chill
Cooked o perfiection with the best ingredients.

For lunch

20 much mone than a cod haunt for your daly
caliaine fix, dthough they do sorve sublime
spacialty coffees, Annie and the Flint, siusied on
the High Sireet, is the perfect spot for a casual
lurch. Trendy décor, good music and a smple but
impressive manu - the open sioak sandwich with
aiol, wateroress, pepparcom sauce and crispy
onons s vary popular and with good reason —its a
real freat. annisanaihalint co. Lk

For dinnar
A new addifion o Bracombe’s vibrant food scana,
The Lime Kin Cafe and Bar offors unparalaled viows
of the harbour and arguably tha best view of Virily
i town, which you can sea from all tables thanks to
thia floor-to-cailing windows.

Thiera's notihimg mot to like about The Lime Kin
— e kocation, the friendly staff, knockout coffica
and cockials and a mouth-wataring menw. Tha
baked camembert with rosamany honey and
canciied walnuts was a heavanly startar and the
west country pork chop from tha spacials boand
was both nventive and delectabls. A must visit.
thalmekincals. couk
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BECW The
museum ks an
EdeCiic miy of

and the town's main beach. Hand careed in the 1820s,
yiou walk through the funnals to the beach — which as
wiell as baing quirky, makas it soem ke a spacal ovant,
heightiening your anficipation to s2e the coast. On vour
wialk down, you can read about the site's Fistony — wa
particularty ikad the Victonan efiquetie for boys, gris
and fior when boating with ladies! Oh, howr times havwe
champad. .

The north Devon coasdline i fantastic becausait B
rugged and wild - the scenery never fails to impross
me. i wasn't a brilliant weather day when [ visted, but
wiz =il had lots of fun watching the ferocious waves
crash against the rocks and making patiems with shalls
on the shore.

The rock pools are amaongst the very best in the UK
hera, mat fo mention the amazing fidal pool, which is
wvigibla for three hours before and after low tide and
offors exthilarating safe swimming condiions for a wild
dip. Cur few hours at the beach rounded Saturday
off brilianthy and giving ws just enough ime to change
before heading to the town's hottest new eatery, the
Lima Kim, for dinnar.

After an indulgent Sunday brealdast at Tha Carlton on
Sunday moming, we were fealing well rested enough to
decide to take on part of the costal path. We followed
the Kracombe and the Torms route on the South West




Coast Path website, which athough only Sk is
challenging anough to work off those brekdde sausages
and will se2 you walk pavements, lanes, tracks and a
siratch of fairty rugged coastal path, with some steap
gradients. The wooded valey leading up to The Toms,
a nupged area also known a3 The Seven Hills, offers
unmatched views across the Bristol Channel.

W anjoyed mora views of the nugged coastline from
tha shelter of The Cuariordeck, the Landmark Thealra’s
relawad cafe, which i nght on the seafront and sarnes
a great selection of drinks and delcicus casudl food.
There's cartainly no shortage of places to enjoy coffoa
and cakein Ifracomibe!

Another thing that punciuated our weakend was
art, and not just Vanty looming karge - lifracombe is
home to a number of brilliant, independent gallenes.
| espacially ked the Pier Gallery at The Cuay, whane
Ifracombe resident Fiona Bates” onginal and quirky
ceramics capiivated me. A thip to FortyThreeShop
on Fore Street, which i a joyful spaca filled with
inspinng artwork from local artists, is anothar miust
whan in fown.

I hata to leave liracomba without having been on Tha
Big Yolow Boat — The ifracomba Princess, which offars
a vanety of coastal and wildife cruises. | rememibar
vivichy the first ime | saw 'Diave the Dolphin® from the
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deck of The Princess, and I've bean hooked sinca.
This visit, we did he Seals and Lighthouse cruise and |
aarned some remendous mum points. ..

Turning west out of the harbour on board The Big
Yallow Boat, which is a comioriable and dean wesssl
witih plenty of room for averyone, we passad Tunnals
Beaches, Leo Vilage and then it was on to Bull Poini
Lighthowss, criginally constructed in 1879,

This part of the trip is interesting in fAsalf but whan
woul gat to just past Rockinam Baach, we were lucky
anough to see some seals, which was just delightiul.
These sightings are regular oo, 5o dthough cbviously
not guarantesd, you do stand a good chance of saeing
Atlartic grey saals in the wild as the viewing dack is
perfoct for this.

The Frincess camed on to Morie Point, when
wa leamit about smugglars and shipwracks. Last
stop was Woolacombe Bay, which offars stunning
views of Baggy Point, Hartlend Point and Lundy
Island, before heading back to Ifracombe. Two hours
incredibly wel spant.

After stocking up on some delectable cakes to aat
at homae from Stace, and some local fudge for the dog
sittar, it was ima o head homa - fired and happy with
heads full of smugglers, seals, scones, hidden beaches,
madern art and a dreamy, dramatic coasting.

* yisitifracombe. co.uk
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